The Superpowers and the Middle East
ly in the shape of "foodstuffs". In I960, the food supplied by the
United Slates to the UAR totalled only $125 million. This amount
increased in 1961-62 to $236 million. During the two subsequent
years, the total value of foodstuffs sent to the UAR was also sub-
stantially higher than the 1960 figure; $198 million in 1962-63,
and $220 million in 1963-64. In contrast, U.S. aid to Israel to-
talled only $82 million in 1962-63, and $78 million in 1963-64.50
In April 1962, Chester Bowles and Edward Mason as repre-
sentatives of the Kennedy Administration visited the UAR to
examine the economic situation there and to consolidate the eco-
nomic ties still further. They presented an encouraging report,
and the UAR reported that the United States had agreed to sup-
ply food products of the total value of $500 million over the
following three years.51 But the UAR.-US relations suffered a
setback when the U.S. Senate passed a resolution in 1963, that
the Administration halt aid to any recipient in the Middle East
if it should be proved that it was being used for the preparation
of aggression against another recipient (Israel) of the U.S. assist-
ance. Toward the end of the same year (1963) President Ken-
nedy was assassinated and his death came as a deep shock to all
the Arabs who felt that they had lost the first American states-
man with some sympathy for their point of view. They were not
reassured when President Lyndon B. Johnson, who succeeded
Kennedy, made a pledge to continue Kennedy's policies, and to
5(>The modest UJS. aid to Israel was justified on the ground of Israel's
better economic position. The United States, however, overlooked the
fact that because of her tremendous immigration and development burden,
Israel's requirement of aid, despite her favourable economic condition,
was far greater than what she received from the United States. At the
same time, it might be noted that Israel received substantial contribution
from private sources in the United States such as the United Jewish Ap-
peal as well as from the sale of Israeli bonds in the United States. Con-
gressional Record, 27n., p. 11040.
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